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DIRECT CASE OF ALLIANCE OF ARISTS AND RECORDING COMPANIES, INC.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies, Inc. (“AARC”), hereby submits its 

written direct case in the above captioned proceeding, as scheduled by the Copyright Royalty 

Board (“CRB”) in the order dated October 25, 2019. Notice of Participants, Commencement of 

Voluntary Negotiation Period, and Case Scheduling Order, In the Matter of Distribution of 

Digital Audio Recording Royalty Funds, Docket No. 15-CRB-0011-SRF(CO)(2014) CRB DD 

(Oct. 25, 2019) (“Scheduling Order”).  

This proceeding involves the determination of the entitlement to the distribution of the 

2014 Digital Audio Recording Technologies (“DART”) Sound Recordings Fund Copyright 

Owners Subfund (“SRF/CO Subfund”) royalties pursuant to section 1007 of the United States 

Copyright Law. 17 U.S.C. § 1007 (2016). Two parties are participating in this proceeding: 

AARC and Tajai Music Inc. (“Tajai Music”)1. Accordingly, the issue to be determined in this 

 
1 Tajai Music filed its 2014 claim in the name of “Tajai Music Inc.” Based on previous CRB filings, it has been 
established that Eugene Curry (“Curry”) owns the Tajai Music distribution label. The Copyright Office Public 
Catalog discloses that Curry has used other variations of his name in his copyright registrations, including “Curry, 
E.,” “Curry, Eugene, 1954-,” “Curry, Eugene, 1956-,” “Curry, Lambchop,” “Curry, Lambchops,” “Curry, Lamb 
Chops,” “Curry, Lamb Chop,” and “Lamb Chop.” In an abundance of caution and an attempt to identify any 2014 
titles for which Tajai Music and/or Eugene Curry is the sound recording copyright owner, AARC has searched all 
these names and will refer to sales by any of these copyright owners as “Tajai Music” sales. 
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proceeding is the percentage of royalties from the 2014 SRF/CO Subfunds that should be 

allocated and distributed to the parties in this proceeding, namely AARC and Tajai Music.  

AARC will establish, in this direct case, its entitlement to the remaining two percent (2%) 

of the royalties from the 2014 SRF/CO Subfunds2 and therefore, one hundred percent (100%) of 

this subfund. The direct case includes testimony from Michael L. Stern (“Stern”), Director of 

Operations and Information Technology for AARC; Cynthia Oliver (“Oliver”), EVP, Global 

Revenue and Royalty Optimization for Universal Music Group; and Andrea Finkelstein 

(“Finkelstein”), EVP, Global Business Affairs Operations for Sony Music Entertainment. Stern’s 

testimony (“Stern Testimony”) will demonstrate the search method AARC used to locate all 

sound recordings listing Tajai Music as the distribution label. The Stern Testimony will also 

provide the search results from the Nielsen SoundScan sales data (“SoundScan Data”), the 

ALLMUSIC database (“ALLMUSIC) and the United State Copyright Office Public Catalog 

database (“Copyright Office Public Catalog”). As shown in the Stern Testimony, AARC was 

unable to identify any sound recordings, listing Tajai Music as the copyright owner, in the 2014 

SoundScan Data. Stern will also testify to the methodology for calculating AARC’s entitlement 

to the 2014 SRF/CO Subfunds. Additionally, Oliver’s testimony (“UMG Testimony”) will 

establish that the reproduction rights in the sound recordings claimed by Tajai Music , 

“Somebody Loves You Baby” in addition to titles claimed and/or registered by Tajai Music in 

the past, “Somebody Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is),” “Burnin’ (The Fire Is Still) 

Burnin’ for You,” and “If I Didn’t Have You,” are owned by Universal Music Group. Finally, 

 
2 By order of January 21, 2016, the CRB distributed 98% of the 2014 Sound Recordings Fund Featured Recording 
Artists and Copyright Owners Subfunds.  Order Granting AARC’s Request for Partial Distribution of 2014 DART 
Sound Recordings Fund/Copyright Owners Subfund Royalties, In re Distribution the 2014 Digital Audio Recording 
Royalty Funds, Docket No. 15-CRB-0011-SRF(CO)(2014) CRB DD (Jan. 21, 2016). 
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Finkelstein’s testimony (“Sony Testimony”) will demonstrate that the reproduction right in the 

sound recording “26 Years 17 Days” claimed by Tajai Music in a previous claim is owned by 

Sony Music Entertainment.  

II. AARC’S CLAIM OF ENTITLEMENT 

AARC, in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 351.4(b)(3), as well as the Scheduling Order, 

hereby states the following claim to the 2014 SRF/CO Subfunds royalties collected pursuant to 

17 U.S.C. §§ 1003, 1006(c)(1): 

- 2014 SRF/CO Subfund – 100%.  

37 C.F.R. § 351.4(b)(3) (2019); 17 U.S.C. §§ 1003, 1006(c)(1) (2016); see also Stern Testimony 

¶ 70.  

AARC reserves the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 351.4(b)(3), to amend its claims at any 

time “during the proceeding up to, and including, the filing of the of the proposed findings of 

fact and conclusions of laws.” 37 C.F.R. § 351.4(b)(3).  

III. THE PARTIES TO THIS PROCEEDING 

A.  AARC  

AARC represents tens of thousands of featured recording artists and sound recording 

copyright owners (“AARC Participants”), with combined repertories of millions of sound 

recordings and billions of sales. AARC, a non-profit organization formed to administer DART 

royalties, is the leading common agent representing the interests of featured recording artists and 

sound recording copyright owners in DART royalty proceedings. AARC currently represents 

over 440,000 featured recording artists and over 16,000 labels. AARC has filed a valid claim to 

the 2014 SRF/CO Subfunds at issue and represents all the 2014 DART SRF/CO parties except 

for Tajai Music.  
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B. Tajai Music  

Tajai Music, the only non-settling party in this proceeding, filed a claim for the 2014 

DART SRF/CO Subfund. Tajai Music identified a single title “Somebody Loves You Baby” in 

its 2014 claim. Based upon the information provided in Tajai Music’s claim, and as also detailed 

in AARC’s direct case, it is clear that Tajai Music is not a DART SRF/CO for any titles sold 

during the 2014 royalty year, a prerequisite for entitlement to any royalties in this proceeding.  

IV. RECORDS FROM PREVIOUS DISTRIBUTION PROCEEDINGS 

Pursuant to section 803(a)(1) of the Copyright Act and section 351.4 of the CRB 

regulations, AARC relies upon the decisions of the CRB, the Copyright Arbitration Royalty 

Panel3 (“CARP”), the Librarian of Congress (“Librarian”), and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

D.C. Circuit, involving previous DART royalty distribution proceedings. 17 U.S.C. § 803(a)(1) 

(2016); 37 C.F.R. § 351.4. 

In the first DART proceeding, which concerned the 1992 – 1994 DART Musical Works 

Fund4 (“MWF”) royalties, the CARP determined, through paper proceedings, the appropriate 

methodology for determining distribution of the Musical Works Funds. See Report of the 

Arbitration Panel, In the Matter of Distribution of DART Royalty Funds for 1992, 1993, and 

1994, Docket No. 95-1 CARP DD 92-94 (Dec. 16, 1996) (“1992 – 1994 MWF Report”), App. 1. 

The methodology adopted by the CARP allocated the royalties based on an individual claimant’s 

sales in comparison to the universe of claimants’ sales. Most importantly in the current 

 
3 The Copyright Arbitration Royalty Panel was an ad hoc arbitration panel system that was created in 1993 to 
replace the then-existing Copyright Royalty Tribunal. Subsequently, the Copyright Royalty and Distribution Reform 
Act of 2004 dissolved the CARP and implemented the current adjudicative body, the Copyright Royalty Board. See 
Copyright Royalty and Distribution Reform Act of 2004, Pub. L. No. 108-219, 119 Stat. 2341 (codified as amended 
in scattered sections of 17 U.S.C.).  
4 The MWF is comprised of the DART royalties to which music publishers and songwriters are entitled. See 17 
U.S.C. § 1006(b)(2).  
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proceeding is that the CRB adopted this methodology based SoundScan Data evidence.5 Id. ¶¶ 

53, 56. The CARP stated that the methodology “both furthers the statutory goal of allocating 

royalties based on sales . . . and is simply a mathematical necessity.” Id. ¶ 54. The Librarian 

affirmed that ruling, finding that this methodology was “logical and consistent[,]” and that the 

SoundScan Data was “credible evidence.”6 See Distribution Order In re Distribution of the 1992, 

1993 and 1994 Musical Works Funds, 62 Fed. Reg. 6,558, 6,561 (Libr. of Congress Feb. 12, 

1997) (“1992 – 1994 MWF Distribution Order”), App. 2.  

In the second DART proceeding, regarding the 1995 – 1998 distribution, the Librarian 

also accepted the sales criteria for allocating MWF royalties.7 See Distribution Order In re 

Distribution of 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 Digital Audio Recording Technology Royalties, 66 

Fed. Reg. 9,360, 9,363 (Libr. of Congress Feb. 7, 2001) (“1995 – 1998 Distribution Order”), 

App. 9; see also Report of the Arbitration Panel, In the Matter of Distribution of DART Royalty 

Funds for 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998, Docket No. 99-3 CARP DD 95-98 ¶ 60 (Nov. 9, 2000) 

(“1995 – 1998 MWF Report”), App. 10. 

 

 

 
5 In this proceeding, AARC represents all DART SRF claimants except for Tajai Music. See supra Part III.A. 
Therefore, the universe of the sales is the total number of all parties’ sales during the relevant royalty period. See 
Stern Testimony ¶ 22.  
6 The United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit denied a consolidated petition for review 
and upheld the Librarian’s decision in the first DART proceeding. See On Pet. for Review of an Order of the 
Librarian of Congress, Curry v. Librarian of Congress, 172 F.3d 919, 1998 WL 794890 (D.C. Cir. Nov. 4, 1998) 
(finding nothing in petitioners’ claim warranting modification or remand of Librarian’s orders on review), pet. for 
review denied sub nom., App. 3, pet. for en banc review denied, No. 97-1119 (D.C. Cir. Feb 4, 1999), App. 4; see 
also Cannings v. Librarian of Congress, 194 F.3d 173, 1999 WL 187767 (D.C. Cir. Mar. 2, 1999) (finding “the 
internal distribution methodology of Broadcast Music, Inc. as the best available evidence of a simulated market”, 
and the Librarian’s decision to adopt the CARP’s method for calculating amount of royalties by comparing a 
claimant’s sales to the total claimants’ as “rational”), pet. for review denied sub nom., App. 5, cert. denied, 527 U.S. 
1038 (1999), App. 6, pet. for reh’g of denial of cert. denied, 527 U.S. 1058 (Aug. 23, 1999), App. 7. 
7 An appeal to the 1995-1998 distribution order was docketed but withdrawn pursuant to the appellant’s motion, and 
the case was ultimately dismissed. See Evelyn v. Librarian of Congress, No. 01-1117 (D.C. Cir. Apr. 25, 2001), 
App. 8. 
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V. BACKGROUND OF THE PROCEEDING  

By notice of September 20, 2019, the CRB announced the commencement of the 

proceeding to distribute the remaining royalties in the 2014 DART Sound Recordings Fund and 

set October 21, 2019 as the due date for filing petitions to participate and any applicable filing 

fees. Notice Announcing Commencement of Paper Proceeding, Requesting Petitions to 

Participate, and allowing comments 84 Fed. Reg. 49,562 (Sept. 20, 2019). However, either 

because the royalty claimants did not file a Petition to Participate or settled with AARC prior to 

filing a petition, only the 2014 DART SRF/CO royalties remain in controversy in this 

proceeding.8  

AARC has complied with all filing requirements; it filed its Petition to Participate along 

with the one hundred and fifty dollars ($150) filing fee on January 25, 2019. Petition to 

Participate, In the Matter of Distribution of Digital Audio Recording Royalty Funds, Docket 

No. CONSOLIDATED 2008-3 CRB DD (Jan. 25, 2019).  

STATUTORY CRITERIA FOR DISTRIBUTION  

The Audio Home Recording Act (“AHRA”) restricts the distribution of DART royalties 

to an “interested copyright party,” “based on the extent to which, during the relevant period – 

(1) for the Sound Recordings Fund, each sound recording was distributed in the form of digital 

 
8 By order of January 21, 2016, The CRB ordered distribution of 98% of the royalties held in the Featured 
Recording Artists Subfund and the Copyright Owners Subfund of the 2014 Sound Recordings Fund to the settling 
claimants. Order Granting AARC’s request for 2014 DART Sound Recordings Fund (Copyright Owners and 
Featured Recording Artists Subfunds), Docket No. 15-CRB-0011-SR(CO/FA)(2014) CRB DD (Jan. 21, 2016) 
(“Order”). At that time, the only nonsettling claimants were Herman Kelly (“Kelly”) in the Featured Recording 
Artists Subfund and Tajai Music in the Copyright Owners Subfund.  Shortly prior to the due date for filing petitions 
to participate, Kelly signed up with AARC as a participant.  Therefore, only AARC filed a Petition to Participate in 
the 2014 DART SRF Featured Recording Artists Subfund proceeding (the petition was filed on behalf of all of 
AARC’s participants, including Kelly). Therefore, there is no remaining controversy in the Featured Recording 
Artists Subfund portion of the 2014 DART SRF proceeding and only the 2014 DART SRF Copyright Owners 
Subfund proceeding was commenced.  Notice of Participants, Commencement of Voluntary Negotiation Period, and 
Case Scheduling Order, In the Matter of Distribution of Digital Audio Recording Royalty Funds, Docket No. 15-
CRB-0011-SRF(CO)(2014) CRB DD (Oct. 25, 2019) (emphasis added). 
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musical recordings . . . .”17 U.S.C. §§ 1001(7), 1006(a), (c)(1) (emphasis added); see also 17 

U.S.C. § 1001(6) (“‘Distribute’ means to sell, lease, or assign. . . .”). An “interested copyright 

party” is defined as a party that meets one of four statutory criteria set forth in 17 U.S.C. § 

1001(7). It is well-established from AARC’s participation in every DART SRF/FRA and CO 

proceeding since the inception of the AHRA, as well as AARC’s Petition to Participate filed in 

this proceeding, that AARC is an “interested copyright party” in this DART SRF/CO 

proceeding. See 17 U.S.C. § 1001(7)(D)(i) (AARC is an organization representing persons who 

own “the exclusive right under section 106(1) of this title to reproduce a sound recording of a 

musical work that has been embodied in a digital music recording that has been distributed.” 17 

U.S.C. § 106(1) (2016)). 

On the other hand, the testimony submitted in AARC’s direct case will demonstrate that 

Tajai Music does not satisfy the section 1001(7)(A) or (D) criteria and therefore  is not “an 

interested copyright party.” The testimony will demonstrate that Tajai Music is not the owner of 

the sound recording title identified in its claim.9  

Finally, the testimony will demonstrate, based on the methodology adopted by the 

CARP,10 that no sales for any sound recording owned by Tajai Music were reported in the 2014 

 
9 The testimony will demonstrate ownership of the sound recording listed in Tajai Music’s claim through the actual 
knowledge of high-level representatives of the rightful owners of the sound recordings and the submission of 
copyright registrations to such sound recordings, which list “Copyright Claimants” other than Tajai Music. See 
UMG Testimony ¶¶ 3-8; Sony Testimony ¶¶ 3-5; see also Stern Testimony ¶¶ 24-63. It is well-settled that a 
copyright registration constitutes prima facie evidence of ownership. 17 U.S.C. § 410(c) (2016). 
10 The methodology of allocating the royalties based on an individual claimant’s sales in comparison to the universe 
of claimants’ sales, as evidenced by the SoundScan Data, has been well-established by the CRB. See Report of the 
Arbitration Panel, In the Matter of Distribution of DART Royalty Funds for 1992, 1993, and 1994, Docket No. 95-1 
CARP DD 92-94 (Dec. 16, 1996) (Although this case involved the DART Musical Works Fund (“MWF”), both the 
MWF and SRF share the same statutory criterion – distribution – to allocate royalties.  Therefore, any decisions of 
the CRB, the CARP, the Librarian, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit defining and applying the 
distribution criteria in MWF and/or SRF proceedings are statutorily mandated as binding in the instant proceeding. 
17 U.S.C. § 803(a)(1); 37 C.F.R. § 351.4). 
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SoundScan Data.11 Tajai Music, therefore, is not entitled to an allocation of the 2014 DART 

SRF/CO royalties under AHRA.  

VI. AARC’s WITNESSES 

AARC presents the following witnesses who will sponsor the exhibits referenced in 

his/her testimony: 

Michael L. Stern, Director of Operations and Information Technology for AARC, 

testifies to the sales of sound recordings in 2014, including the methodology for 

identifying AARC’s, and Tajai Music’s unit sales during the royalty 2014. He also 

testifies to AARC’s interest in this proceeding and AARC’s investigation into the 

copyright registration and ownership of the titles listed in Tajai Music’s claim.  

Cynthia Oliver, EVP, Global Revenue and Royalty Optimization for Universal Music 

Group (“UMG”), testifies to the UMG sound recording ownership of the titles 

“Somebody Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is),” “Burnin’ (The Fire Is Still) 

Burnin’ for You,” and “If I Didn’t Have You” performed by Patti LaBelle.  

Andrea Finkelstein, EVP, Global Business Affairs Operations for Sony Music 

Entertainment (“Sony”), testifies to the Sony sound recording ownership of the 

title “26 Years 17 Days” performed by Lyfe Jennings. 

Based on the Oliver, Finkelstein and Stern testimonies regarding copyright ownership of 

the sound recording listed in Tajai Music’s claim, the zero (0) Tajai Music 2014 sales and the 

2014 sales of AARC Participants’ sound recordings, Tajai Music should receive zero percent 

 
11 SoundScan compiles sales data of the sound recordings from featured recording artists and distributing labels. 
Therefore, to identify the copyright owners of the labels reported by SoundScan, AARC consulted its internal 
records regarding distribution labels owned by the AARC participants as well as labels information provided by the 
other settling claimants. As for the case of Tajai Music, since it self-reproduces and self-distributes its sound 
recordings, the label reported by the SoundScan data is the same as the copyright owner of the sound recordings. See 
Stern Testimony ¶¶ 10-11.  
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(0%) share and AARC should receive one hundred percent (100%) share of the of the 2014 

DART SRF/CO Subfund. See 1992 -1994 MWF Distribution Order at 6,561 (approving the 

CARP’s methodology, based on the mathematical concept that “the sum of the parts must equal 

the whole,” to conclude that the settling parties’ shares were equal to the total amount of the 

royalties in question minus the non-settling parties’ shares), App. 2. 

VII. CONCLUSION 

Based on the Stern, Oliver and Finkelstein testimonies that AARC’s CO Participants’ 

sales during the 2014 royalty year make up the entire universe of sales for that year, and there is 

no evidence of any 2014 sales of Tajai Music sound recordings, AARC is entitled to, and 

requests, one hundred percent (100%) of the 2014 DART SRF/CO subfund.  

Respectfully submitted, 
On Behalf of AARC 

 
/s/Linda R. Bocchi, Esq.    
Linda R. Bocchi, Esq. 
DC BAR # 338012 
VA BAR # 77599 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Artists and Recording 
Companies 
700 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 601 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 535-8101 (phone) 
(703) 535-8105 (facsimile) 
lbocchi@aarcroyalties.com 

 

June 3, 2020 
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TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL L. STERN 

Background and Qualifications 

1. My name is Michael L. Stern. I am the Director of Operations and Information 

Technology for the Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies (“AARC”).1 I am 

appearing today as a witness on behalf of AARC. My testimony addresses the allocation 

of the 2014 Copyright Owners Subfund pursuant to the Audio Home Recording Act of 

1992. 

2. I have worked at AARC since 2004. My responsibilities include coordinating various 

aspects of AARC’s royalty distribution system, as well as managing the organization’s 

finances and day-to-day operations. One of my major responsibilities is to communicate 

information regarding AARC’s distribution procedures to its constituencies in the 

performance and sound recording communities. As Director of Operations and 

Information Technology, I ensure that all AARC Participants entitled to Digital Audio 

Recording Technology (“DART”) royalties are compensated based on their sales, as 

reported by Nielsen SoundScan (“SoundScan”).2  

3. In addition to my AARC experience, I also have extensive experience in data 

 
1 AARC is the US collective representing Featured Recording Artists and Sound Recording Copyright Owners for 
DART SRF royalties. AARC currently represents over 440,000 featured recording artists and over 16,000 labels and 
sound recording copyright owners (“AARC Participants”). The AARC Board of Directors is composed of artists, 
well-known artist managers and attorneys, record company executives from all the major and many independent 
music labels, the heads or senior representatives of the American Federation of Musicians and American Federation 
of Television and Radio Artists, two senior representatives of the Recording Industry Association of America, and 
the head of the American Association of Independent Music, an association of Independent record labels. 
2 “Nielsen is the authority in tracking what music people are buying both in-store and digitally. Nielsen compiles 
data from more than 39,000 retail outlets globally, to help record labels, publishers, artists, artist management and 
performance rights organizations understand what albums, singles and music videos people are buying, and where 
they’re buying them.” This sound recording unit sales data, the “SoundScan Data,” is collected as follows: “[o]n a 
weekly basis, Nielsen collects point-of-sale (POS) data in 19 countries across the U.S., Canada, and Europe. In the 
U.S. and Canada, physical and digital titles from venues, mass merchants, retail chains, independent record stores 
and digital download providers can be viewed by UPC, ISRC, artist, market, retailer type or genre.” Music Sales 
Measurement, Nielson, https://www.nielsen.com/ca/en/solutions/measurement/music-sales-measurement  (last 
visited on 5/21/2020), Ex. A. 
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management, data mining, database administration, and a strong general familiarity with 

US music repertoire. See Michael L. Stern Resume, Ex. B.  

The Parties 

4. AARC timely filed Sound Recording Fund Sound Recording (“SRF) Copyright Owner 

(“CO”) joint claims on behalf of its Participants for the 2014 royalty year. 

5. AARC represents featured recording artists and sound recording copyright owners who 

sold sound recordings during the 2014 royalty year. The 2014 SRF joint claims, which 

were filed on behalf of AARC’s Featured Recording Artist (“FRA”) and CO Participants, 

represent millions of sound recordings and a majority of the music sold during the 2014 

royalty year. 

6. I understand that the only other party in this proceeding is Tajai Music, Inc. (“Tajai”).  

7. Tajai filed a claim in the 2014 SRF/CO Subfund proceeding. 

8. The purpose of my testimony is to assist the Copyright Royalty Board in determining the 

entitlement of AARC and Tajai Music to the 2014 SRF/CO Subfund royalties. 

Allocation of Royalties 

9. AARC’s Executive Director/General Counsel has advised me that the sole statutory 

criterion for allocating SRF royalties is sales. She has also advised me that prior 

Copyright Royalty Tribunal, Copyright Arbitration Royalty Panel and Copyright Royalty 

Board decisions are being incorporated for the purpose of applying the established 

methodology used to determine the proportionate allocation of DART royalties.  

10. AARC purchased the 2014 SoundScan Data, which is the leading and most-widely 

recognized system for tracking music sales.3 The SoundScan Data reports unit sales of 

 
3 See supra note 2.  
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music on compact disc, vinyl, and other physical media from traditional retail outlets 

(e.g., Best Buy, Target, Walmart) and the majority of non-traditional retail outlets (e.g., 

Amazon.com, CD Baby.com, online portals for the retail outlets listed above, and dozens 

of other websites that sell and ship physical media directly to the consumer). The 

SoundScan Data also reports sales of digital music downloaded from online retailers 

(e.g., Apple’s iTunes, Google’s Google Play, Amazon’s Amazon Music, and several 

other “purchase to download” online store fronts and applications). 

11. The SoundScan Data compiles sales data based on featured recording artists and 

distribution labels of the sound recordings.  

12. To determine AARC’s sales and to confirm the copyright owners of the distribution 

labels reported by the SoundScan Data, I consulted AARC’s internal records regarding 

distribution labels owned by the AARC Participants as well as distribution label 

information provided by any settling claimants/parties. 

13. In the case of Tajai Music, who I believe self-reproduces and self-distributes its sound 

recordings, the distribution label reported by the SoundScan Data would be the same as 

the copyright owner of the sound recordings.  

14. To determine AARC’s share, we conducted an extensive process in our database, 

matching AARC’s FRA and CO Participants, including any settling claimants/parties, to 

the SoundScan Data. AARC’s matching process initially attempts to match the 

SoundScan Data to data already imported into our database. For unmatched data, as in the 

case of a newly released sound recording or a new FRA/CO, the records are first 

imported into our system. The process then attaches the SoundScan sound recording sales 

records to our existing or recently imported database entries of sound recordings for the 
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AARC FRA and CO Participants, including any settling claimants/parties. For each 

sound recording, the SoundScan Data is assigned to both an FRA and a CO. To 

determine AARC’s total FRA and CO sales for the particular royalty year, we sum all the 

AARC FRA sales for the FRA total and all the CO sales for the CO total. These 

calculations provide separate FRA and CO totals. The process is as follows:  

SoundScan Data  Matching Process  AARC Database;  

If no match  Import new data  Attach sales records to title, FRA, and CO records;  

If match  Attach sales records to existing title, FRA, and CO records.  

15. To determine Tajai Music’s share of the disputed royalties, I began by searching the 

SoundScan Data for, “Somebody Loves You Baby,” the sound recording title listed on 

Tajai Music’s 2014 SRF/CO claim. To ensure that I captured all Tajai Music’s sales 

during the relevant royalty period, I expanded the search in the SoundScan Data to 

include any sound recording titles on which Tajai Music was identified as the distribution 

label. Any unit sales identified for Tajai Music was used to calculate its shares of 

royalties.  

16. Tajai Music filed its 2014 claim in the name of “Tajai Music Inc.” AARC’s Executive 

Director/General Counsel advised me that, based on past proceedings, we know that 

Eugene Curry (“Curry”) owns the Tajai Music distribution label. My search in the 

Copyright Office Public Catalog also disclosed that Curry has used other variations of his 

name in his copyright registrations, including “Curry, E.,” “Curry, Eugene, 1954-,” 

“Curry, Eugene, 1956-,” “Curry, Lambchop,” “Curry, Lambchops,” “Curry, Lamb 

Chops,” “Curry, Lamb Chop,” and “Lamb Chop.” To ensure my search results were as 

comprehensive as possible, my search in the SoundScan Data also included any sound 
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recording titles listing any of these variations as the distribution label. In my testimony, I 

will refer to all these variations as “Tajai Music.”  

17. To verify the titles and names of distribution labels that I found in the SoundScan Data, I 

searched in the ALLMUSIC4 database (“ALLMUSIC”) for the sound recording listed in 

Tajai Music’s claim. Then, I expanded my search in ALLMUSIC to include any sound 

recording titles distributed by the Tajai Music.  

18. If the title listed by Tajai Music in its claim (1) was not found during the foregoing 

searches, OR (2) was found but was reported under a different distribution label, I 

expanded my search to the Copyright Office Public Catalog to verify my initial search 

results. I searched the Copyright Office Public Catalog for this title’s sound recording 

registrations (“Form SR” registrations) to verify the title’s copyright owner.5  

19. When conducting title searches in the SoundScan Data, ALLMUSIC and the Copyright 

Office Public Catalog databases, I used a “fuzzy search” technique to search the titles. A 

“fuzzy search” is a technique for searching data that finds text in a more imprecise 

manner rather than in a stricter search manner that only matches exact and rigid results. 

Fuzzy searches may eliminate or substitute leading or trailing words, letters, and non-

alphanumeric characters within the words. Fuzzy searches include the use of “wildcard” 

or “null” search operators, which allow a search to substitute a character or entire words 

for any other characters or words. The use of fuzzy searches with wildcards provides a 

 
4 ALLMUSIC (formerly AllMusic Guide or AMG) is a comprehensive and in-depth resource for researching 
information about the albums, bands, musicians, and songs. See Welcome to AllMusic, AllMusic, 
https://www.allmusic.com/about (last visited on 5/21/2020), Ex. C. 
5 Under the Audio Home Recording Act of 1992, the Sound Recordings Fund shall be distributed to any interested 
copyright party whose sound recording has been embodied and distributed to consumers “in the form of digital 
musical recordings or analog musical recordings. . . .” See 17 U.S.C. § 1006(a); 17 U.S.C. § 1001. A “Form SR” is 
used to register, with the U.S. Copyright Office, works that contain sound recording authorship. See U.S. Copyright 
Office, Compendium of U.S. Copyright Office Practices Glossary at 8 (3d ed. 2017).  
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broader search result than is provided by exact match searches. For example: Searching 

for “Copyright Royalty Board” could be searched as “Copyright Roy* Board” or “Copy* 

Royalty Board*, which will produce results where “Royalty” was not spelled correctly, or 

if there is trailing text after “Board.” The technique I used to conduct fuzzy searches was 

not limited to one single method. Searches for each title involves several different fuzzy 

search techniques based on how the text string is constructed for the title I was searching. 

20. I used these methods to search Tajai Music’s titles. I used fuzzy searches with wildcards 

in the SoundScan and ALLMUSIC databases to identify any sound recordings for which 

Tajai Music was identified as the distribution label. I also used these search techniques to 

identify, in the Copyright Office Public Catalog, any sound recording copyright 

registrations filed in the name of Tajai Music that matched the title, “Somebody Loves 

You Baby,” which Tajai Music listed in its claim. 

21. I used the SoundScan Data to determine Tajai Music’s sales for the relevant royalty year, 

which in turn enabled me to determine its right to a share of the 2014 SFR/CO royalties.  

22. Then, to determine the allocation of the 2014 DART subfund royalties, I divided 

AARC’s and Tajai Music’s total CO unit sales for 2014 by the total 2014 sales for all the 

CO parties (“Universe”). The formula is as follows: 

Party’s total CO sales in year X   Party’s Percentage Share of 
--------------------------------------------------    = CO Total Royalties for year X.  

Total CO Universe of Sales for year X 

This calculation gave me the percentage of the DART SRF/CO Subfund that each party is 

entitled to receive for the 2014 royalty year. 
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DART SRF/CO Royalties Allocation 

2014 DART SRF/CO Royalties  

23. For the royalty year 2014, I calculated AARC’s total sales of 1,026,289,626 based on the 

AARC CO Participants as listed in AARC’s 2014 DART SRF/CO joint claim, filed on 

February 27, 2015, and other settling claimants/parties.6 

24. Tajai Music filed one 2014 SRF/CO claim. The filing was received by the Copyright 

Royalty Board on January 29, 2015. A copy of the filing of Curry’s 2014 claim is 

attached hereto as Exhibit D.  

25. In its 2014 SRF/CO claim, Tajai Music listed one title, “Somebody Loves You Baby,” to 

establish the basis of its claim. See Tajai Music 2014 Claim, Ex. D. 

SoundScan Data Search  

26. Based on the search methods described above, I identified 0 titles in the 2014 SoundScan 

Data listing Tajai Music as the distribution label7. 

27. I began my search with the title identified by Tajai Music in its 2014 claim and, in an 

abundance of caution, I also searched the following titles listed in its previously filed 

claims, “Somebody Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is),” “Somebody Loves You 

Baby,” “Somebody (Loves You),” “Somebody,” “26 Years 17 Days,” and “Burnin” in 

the 2014 SoundScan Data. I identified the titles including “Somebody,” “Somebody 

Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is),” “26 Years, 17 Days,” and “Burnin” in the 2014 

 
6 AARC filed its Copyright Owners Subfund claim on February 27, 2015. On March 2, 2015, AARC filed a 
supplementary claim to its February 27 claim. This additional claim was also timely filed because in 2015, the last 
day of February fell on a Saturday. The CRB’s 2015 regulations detailing “Compliance with statutory dates,” stated, 
“in any year in which the last day of February falls on a Saturday, Sunday, a holiday, or other nonbusiness day 
within the District of Columbia or the Federal Government, claims received by the Copyright Royalty Board by the 
first business day in March . . . filed. 37 C.F.R. § 360.24(c) (2015). 
7 See supra ¶ 16. 
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SoundScan Data. None of these SoundScan title entries listed Tajai Music as the 

distribution label. 

28. I searched the title “Somebody” and found 269 results in the 2014 SoundScan Data. None 

of these SoundScan title entries listed Tajai Music as the distribution label.  

29. I searched the title “Somebody (Loves You)” and found 2 sales in the 2014 SoundScan 

Data. These sales listed Atlantic as the distribution label, which is a label owned by 

Warner Music Group. 

30. I searched the title “Somebody Loves You Baby” and found 0 sales in the 2014 

SoundScan Data.  

31. I searched the title “Somebody Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is)” and found 0 

sales in the 2014 SoundScan Data.  

32. A fuzzy search of this title found two records for the title “SOMEBODY LOVES YOU 

BABY (YOU” /sic/ in the 2014 SoundScan Data.  

33. For both “SOMEBODY LOVES YOU BABY (YOU” /sic/ titles in the 2014 SoundScan 

Data, we identified a total of 5,301 digital unit sales, however, none of these sales are 

attributable to Tajai Music. 

34. Both records from the fuzzy searched identified MCA, which is owned by Universal 

Music Group, as the distribution label.  

35. I searched “Burnin” and found 90 results in the 2014 SoundScan Data. The search result 

included the titles “Burnin’ ” and “Burnin. ” Neither  title listed Tajai Music as the 

distribution label.  

36. I searched “26 Years 17 Days” and found two titles in the 2014 SoundScan Data. One 

record listed “Lyfe Jennings” as the artist and identified CBS, a label owned by Sony 
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Music Entertainment, as the distribution label. The other title listed “AfterLyfe: The 

Music of Lyfe J” as the artist and listed no distribution label. However, my ALLMUSIC 

search revealed that the distribution label is “Scufflin' Records.” See infra ¶ 42. 

37. I expanded my 2014 SoundScan Data search to include any titles listing Tajai Music as 

the distribution label and identified 0 titles.  

ALLMUSIC Search for Tajai Music’s 2014 Claim 

38. Since I found 0 titles in the 2014 SoundScan Data listing Tajai Music as the distribution 

label, I proceeded to search ALLMUSIC database.  

39. Based on the search method described above, I identified 0 titles in ALLMUSIC listing 

Tajai Music as the distribution label.  

40. I identified the titles “Somebody Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is),” “26 Years, 17 

Days” and “Burnin’ (The Fire Is Still) Burnin’ for You” in ALLMUSIC. However, none 

of the titles listed Tajai Music as the distribution label.  

41. For the search on the title “26 Years, 17 Days,” I found two titles in ALLMUSIC. The 

one that identified “Lyfe Jennings” as the artist was included in the album “Lyfe 268-

192” and listed “Columbia” (CBS) as the distribution label. The second title, which 

identified “Manu' Bandettini / Mario Calandrelli / Martino Campobasso / Sergio Leopardi 

/ Antonio Piangiolino / Attilio Terlizzi” as the artists, was included in the album “The 

Music of Lyfe Jennings After Hours: The Nightclub Tribute” and listed “Scufflin' 

Records” as the distribution label. See 26 Years, 17 Days, AllMusic.com (5/21/2020), Ex. 

E.  

42. By comparing the data in the SoundScan and ALLMUSIC databases, I concluded, to the 

best of my knowledge, that the latter title “26 years, 17 days” owned by “Scufflin’ 
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Records” was the same as the title that was listed, without a distribution label 

information, in the 2014 SoundScan Data.  

43. Based on my research, Scufflin’ Records is a Jazz label. I found no information linking 

the label Scufflin’ Records to Tajai Music.  

44. “Eugene Lambchops Curry” was listed as the composer of the titles “Somebody Loves 

You Baby (You Know Who It Is)” and “Somebody Loves You Baby” in ALLMUSIC. 

See Somebody Loves You Baby, AllMusic.com (5/21/2020), Ex. F.  

Copyright Office Public Catalog Search for Tajai Music’s Claimed Title 

45. Since I could not find the title reported in Tajai Music’s 2014 SRF/CO claim in the 

SoundScan or ALLMUSIC databases, I searched for these titles in the Copyright Office 

Public Catalog.  

46. First, I searched the title “Somebody” in the Copyright Office Public Catalog, which also 

covered the results of “Somebody (Loves You),” “Somebody Loves You Baby,” and 

“Somebody Loves You Baby (You Know Who It Is).”  

47. I found one PA0001733311 registration for the title “Somebody (loves you)” filed by 

“Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. . . . First and Gold Publishing . . . Tajai Music.” In 

this registration, “[s]amples from "Somebody loves you baby" (by Bunny Sigler, E. 

Curry/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., Tajai Music)” was identified as the pre-

existing materials. The type of work was registered as “Music.” See Registration 

PA0001733311, Ex. G. 

48. I also found one PA0000582074 registration for the title “Somebody loves you, baby 

(you know who it is)” filed by “Eugene Curry, 1954-, & Walter Sigler.” The underlying 
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authorship was “music: Eugene Curry; words: Walter Sigler.” The type of work was 

registered as “Music.” See Registration PA0000582074, Ex. H.  

49. Additionally, I found one SR0000138406 registration for the title “Somebody loves you 

baby (you know who it is) / Patti LaBelle,” one SR0000150274 registration for the album 

“Patti Labelle live! / Patti Labelle,” which included the sound recording “Somebody 

loves you baby (you know who it is),” and one SR0000135094 registration for the album 

“Burnin’ / Patti LaBelle,” which also included the sound recording “Somebody loves you 

baby (you know who it is).” All these sound recording registrations were filed by “© ℗ 

MCA Records, Inc. (employer for hire),” and were registered as “Sound Recordings.” 

See Registration SR0000138406, Ex. I; see also Registration SR0000150274, Ex. I; 

Registration SR0000135094, Ex. I. 

50. Then, I searched the title “Burnin” in the Copyright Office Public Catalog. 

51. I found one PA0000582075 registration for the title “Burn’n’” filed by “Eugene Curry, 

1954-, & Walter Sigler (Bunny),” and one PAu001529021 registration for the title 

“Burnin’ (the fire is still burnin’) for you” filed by “Gamble-Huff Music, Henry Sue Mae 

Music, Tajai Music.” Both works were registered as “Music.” See Registration 

PA0000582075, Ex. J; see also Registration PAu001529021, Ex. J. 

52. I also found one SR0000135094 registration for the album “Burnin’ / Patti LaBelle” filed 

by “© ℗ MCA Records, Inc. (employer for hire).” A full list of songs in the album was 

provided in this registration, which covered the sound recording “Burnin’ (the fire is 

still).” This work was registered as a “Sound Recording.” See Registration 

SR0000135094, Ex. I.  

53. Finally, I searched the title “26 years 17 days” in the Copyright Office Public Catalog.  
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54. I found one PA0001611905 registration for the title “26 Years, 17 Days” filed by 

“Sony/ATV Tunes LLC / Lyfe In Music . . . Gamble Huff Music . . . Tajai Music.” In this 

registration, “a sample from the composition ‘Somebody Loves You Baby’ by Eugene 

Curry and Walter Sigler” was identified as one of the pre-existing materials. This work 

was registered as “Music.” See Registration PA0001611905, Ex. K. 

55. I also found one PA0001762015 registration for the title “26 Years 17 Days” filed by 

“Gamble Huff Music . . . Tajai Music . . . Lyfe in.” In this registration, “[s]amples 

‘Somebody Loves You Baby’ by Bunny Sigler. Gamble Huff Music (Admin. by Warner-

Tamerlane Publishing Corp.” was identified as the pre-existing materials. This title 

appeared in the album “‘Lyfe 268-192’ recorded by Lyfe Jennings, no. 91646, 

8/17/2004.” The type of work was registered as “Music.” See Registration 

PA0001762015, Ex. L. 

56. Regarding “Sound Recording” works, I found one SR0000363168 registration for the 

album “Lyfe 268-192 / Life Jennings” filed by “© ℗ Sony BMG Music Entertainment 

(employer for hire).” See Registration SR0000363168, Ex. M. 

57. In addition to the specific title listed by Tajai Music, I also expanded my search to 

include any sound recording registrations under the name Tajai Music.  

58. I identified two unpublished sound recording registrations filed by Curry for the title 

“Never Give Up, et al.” with registration number SRu000977348 and for the title “Ted's 

theme” with registration number SRu000334146. See Registration SRu000977348, Ex. 

N; see also Registration SRu000334146, Ex. N. 
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59. I fuzzy searched for these unpublished titles in the 2014 SoundScan Data. I found 0 sales 

for these titles in the 2014 SoundScan Data, which I expected since the titles are 

unpublished.  

60. I also found one sound recording registration filed by Curry for the title “If I didn't have 

you / Patti LaBelle” with registration number SR0000170552. However, the type of work 

reported in this registration was “Music” and the copyright claimant was “© on music; 

Eugene Curry, 1954-.” See Registration SR0000170552, Ex. O.  

61. I located this title in the 2014 SoundScan Data. This title did not list Tajai Music as the 

distribution label. Instead, it listed MCA. 

62. Finally, I found one SR0000190393 registration for the album “Gems / Patti LaBelle” 

which covered the sound recording title “If I didn’t have you” filed by “© ℗ MCA 

Records, Inc. (employer for hire).” The type of work reported in this registration was 

“Sound Recording.” See Registration SR0000190393, Ex. P. 

63. I located this title in the 2014 SoundScan Data. This title did not list Tajai Music as the 

distribution label. Instead, it listed MCA. 

Royalty Calculations 

64. Based on my comprehensive research, as detailed above, I identified 1,026,289,626 sales 

in the 2014 SoundScan Data for AARC CO Participants/settling parties (“AARC”) and 

no sales for Tajai Music.  

65. To determine the allocation for the 2014 royalty year, I summed the total 2014 sales of 

AARC and Curry to obtain a CO Universe, using the following formula: 

1,026,289,626 (AARC) + 0 (Curry) = 1,026,289,626 (2014 CO Universe). 
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66. To determine Curry’s share of the 2014 SRF/CO Subfund royalties, I divided Curry’s 

total 2014 unit sales by the 2014 CO Universe:  

0 
----------------------- = 0%. 

1,026,289,626 

67. To determine AARC’s share of the 2014 SRF/CO Subfund royalties, I divided AARC’s 

total 2014 unit sales by the 2014 CO Universe:  

1,026,289,626 
----------------------- = 100%. 

1,026,289,626 

68. Based on my experience in the industry and my exhaustive search of the SoundScan, 

ALLMUSIC and the Copyright Office Public Catalog databases, I submit that Tajai 

Music had 0 sales during the 2014 royalty year. Therefore, Tajai Music is entitled to 0% 

and AARC is entitled to 100% of the 2014 DART SRF/CO royalties. 

Conclusion 

69. Tajai Music is entitled to 0% of the 2014 DART SRF/CO royalties.  

70. AARC is entitled to 100% of the 2014 DART SRF/CO royalties. 
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Michael Logan Stern 
4320 Elliott Way, Smyrna, GA 30082 | (202) 465 – 4604 | mikestern2@gmail.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mikeloganstern 

SUMMARY 

Experienced Information Technology Professional with a passion for optimizing business 
processes through the use of modern information technology. 
 

EDUCATION 

Bachelor of Science 
Penn State University 
 

EXPERIENCE 

3/2015 to Current Director of Operations and Information Technology 
   Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies – Alexandria, VA 

● Lead a team of 8+ employees, interns, and consultants to manage over 10,000+ direct 
clients and 40+ global partnership agreements which serve an additional 500,000 indirect 
clients for music rights and royalty management. 

● Responsible for daily operations which include project management of IT systems, 
applications, user experience, and processes for multi-million-dollar royalty distributions.  

● Implemented methods and policies to strengthen cybersecurity for the protection of highly 
sensitive client data. 

● Developed applications and integrated data and processes with cloud services to improve 
client interaction experience and centralize requests managed by staff to reduce error and 
create regular communications. 

● Database Administrator for confidential and sensitive information, repertoire, sales, and 
transactional banking data for clients, and managing data exchanges with several dozen 
royalty sources established by 40+ global agreements. 

● Experience working with high profile stakeholders such as artist management firms, major 
record labels, most indie labels, performing rights organizations, and dozens of collective 
rights management organizations. 

● Manage internal analyses and external audits to ensure the protection of information and 
prevent fraud. 

● Established best practice for compliance and efficiency of submitting state and federal 
filings for various legal requirements. 

● Served witness testimony for Copyright Royalty Board proceedings as a data professional. 
 



7/2001 to Current IT Consultant & Proprietor 
Technovate, LLC– Atlanta, GA 

● Design and implement information technology solutions for small to medium-sized
businesses, including software and hardware engineering for applications and database
development.

● Conduct migrations to and managing of Amazon Web Services, Google Cloud, G Suite,
Microsoft Azure, and Microsoft 365 products.

● Experience with multiple versions of Apple, Google, Linux, and Microsoft desktop and
mobile operating systems for both home and business users.

● Create and manage MySQL, Microsoft SQL Server, and cloud databases.
● Experience with system and network security, server/workstation/networking hardware

and software, and end-user experience.
● Deep understanding of most consumer and enterprise products offered by the major tech

companies.
● Proficient in most programming, scripting, and markup languages with the ability to rapidly

adapt to new languages.
● Significant experience with Python, SQL, VBA, and XML.

3/2011 to 3/2015 Director of Royalties and Finance 
Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies – Alexandria, VA 

● Conducted Cost-Benefit Analyses and managed operations budget and royalty distributions
exceeding $40M.

● Transformed financial system from an antiquated paper system to an efficient modern
digital system.

● Participated in audits conducted by an external auditing firm, innovations permitted audit
time to be reduced by more than half.

3/2005 to 3/2011 Director of Royalty Administration 
Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies – Alexandria, VA 

● Lead transformation of a simple customer relationship management and accounting tool
into a robust and integrated application to facilitate royalty distributions to a significant
client base.

● Re-engineered music repertoire data registration system to improve the accuracy and speed
of royalty distributions to artist and record label clients.

12/2004 to 3/2005 Junior Royalty Administrator 
Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies – Washington, DC 



 

 

● Worked with Director of Royalties and Executive Director and helped create new tools to 
innovate existing processes. 

 
8/2004 to 12/2004 College Intern 
   Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies – Washington, DC 

● Assisted Director of Royalties with conducting a royalty distribution. 
● Managed a research project for client recruitment of artists and record labels, 

corresponded with management companies and organizations to encourage registration. 
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We may already have an answer. Visit Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ).

I Found Some Incorrect Information
If you found incorrect info on AllMusic, let us know.

I Have Feedback
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Overview User	Reviews Attributes

Lyfe	Jennings
26	Years,	17	Days

User	Reviews

There are no user reviews for this song. Sign
up or Log
In to your AllMusic Account to write a review.
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Year Artist/Album Label Time AllMusic
Rating
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Manu'	Bandettini	/	Mario	Calandrelli	/	Martino	Campobasso	/	Sergio	Leopardi	/
Antonio	Piangiolino	/	Attilio	Terlizzi
26	Years,	17	Days

User	Reviews

There are no user reviews for this song. Sign
up or Log
In to your AllMusic Account to write a review.
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Release
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Song	Genres All
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Song	Styles All
Styles

We currently don't have any genres associated
with this song. Would
you
like
to
contribute?

Add
Genre

We currently don't have any styles associated
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you
like
to
contribute?

Add
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Overview User	Reviews Variations Attributes

Patti	LaBelle
Somebody	Loves	You	Baby	(You	Know	Who	It	Is)

User	Reviews

There are no user reviews for this song. Sign
up or Log
In to your AllMusic Account to write a review.

Appears	On

Year Artist/Album Label Time AllMusic
Rating

1991
Patti LaBelle
Burnin'

MCA 4:52

2002
Patti LaBelle
Greatest
Love
Songs
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Somebody	(loves	you)

Type	of	Work:Music

Registration	Number	/	Date: PA0001733311	/	2011-04-01

Application	Title: Somebody	(loves	you)

Title: Somebody	(loves	you)

Appears	in: "Definition	of	real"	by	Plies	-	recorded	on	Atlantic	Records	-

06/10/2008	(511238)

Description: Compact	disc.

Copyright	Claimant:Warner-Tamerlane	Publishing	Corp.,	Transfer:	by	written	agreement.

Address:	10585	Santa	Monica	Blvd,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90025.

First	and	Gold	Publishing,	Transfer:	by	written	agreement.	Address:

10585	Santa	Monica	Blvd,	Los	Angeles,	CA	90025.

Tajai	Music,	Transfer:	by	written	agreement.

Runt	Boy	Publishing,	Transfer:	by	written	agreement.

Date	of	Creation: 2008

Date	of	Publication: 2008-06-10

Nation	of	First	Publication: United	States

Authorship	on	Application: Plies,	pseud.	of	Algernod	Washington	(author	of	pseudonymous	work);

Domicile:	United	States;	Citizenship:	United	States.	Authorship:	lyrics,

music.

R.	Young;	Domicile:	United	States;	Citizenship:	United	States.

Authorship:	lyrics,	music.

Previous	Registration: 1991,	PA	582-074.

Pre-existing	Material: samples	from	"Somebody	loves	you	baby"	(by	Bunny	Sigler,	E.

Curry/Warner-Tamerlane	Publising	Corp.,	Tajai	Music)

Basis	of	Claim: lyrics,	music.
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Somebody	loves	you,	baby	(you	know	who	it	is)

Type	of	Work:Music

Registration	Number	/	Date: PA0000582074	/	1992-08-05

Title: Somebody	loves	you,	baby	(you	know	who	it	is)

Appears	in: Burnin’.	MCA	MCAD-10439,	c1991.	1	compact	disc

Publisher	Number:MCA	MCAD-10439

Performer: Performed	by	Patti	LaBelle.

Copyright	Claimant: Eugene	Curry,	1954-,	&	Walter	Sigler

Date	of	Creation: 1989

Date	of	Publication: 1991-09-11

Authorship	on	Application:music:	Eugene	Curry;	words:	Walter	Sigler.

Copyright	Note: C.O.	correspondence.

Names: LaBelle,	Patti

Curry,	Eugene,	1954-

Sigler,	Walter
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EXHIBIT I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration SR0000138406, U.S. Copyright Office Public Catalog, Copyright.gov 
(May 21, 2020), 

https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=7&ti=1,7&Search_Arg=somebody%20loves%20you%20ba
by&Search_Code=TALL&CNT=25&PID=Pf5lVCCpXsLWmbJMQtNKWm6pB

G9fp&SEQ=20190924155051&SID=4;  
Registration SR0000150274, U.S. Copyright Office Public Catalog, Copyright.gov 

(May 21, 2020), 
https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=5&ti=1,5&Search%5FArg=somebody%20loves%20you%2
0baby&Search%5FCode=TALL&CNT=25&PID=Pf5lVCCpXsLWmbJMQtNKW

m6pBG9fp&SEQ=20190924155051&SID=4;  
Registration SR0000135094, U.S. Copyright Office Public Catalog, Copyright.gov 

(May 21, 2020), 
https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=4&ti=1,4&Search%5FArg=somebody%20loves%20you%2
0baby&Search%5FCode=TALL&CNT=25&PID=Pf5lVCCpXsLWmbJMQtNKW

m6pBG9fp&SEQ=20190924155051&SID=4 
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EXHIBIT J 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration PA0000582075, U.S. Copyright Office Public Catalog, Copyright.gov 
(May 21, 2020),  

https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=1&ti=1,1&SAB1=burnin&BOOL1=all%20of%20these&F
LD1=Keyword%20Anywhere%20%28GKEY%29%20%28GKEY%29&GRP1=A
ND%20with%20next%20set&SAB2=curry&BOOL2=as%20a%20phrase&FLD2=
Keyword%20Anywhere%20%28GKEY%29%20%28GKEY%29&CNT=25&PID

=ZnuNEddG1cnAF4zw9IaFFA1ah-j6h&SEQ=20190924155619&SID=7;  
Registration PAu001529021, U.S. Copyright Office Public Catalog, Copyright.gov 

(May 21, 2020),  
https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=2&ti=1,2&SAB1=burnin&BOOL1=all%20of%20these&F
LD1=Keyword%20Anywhere%20%28GKEY%29%20%28GKEY%29&GRP1=A
ND%20with%20next%20set&SAB2=curry&BOOL2=as%20a%20phrase&FLD2=
Keyword%20Anywhere%20%28GKEY%29%20%28GKEY%29&CNT=25&PID

=ZnuNEddG1cnAF4zw9IaFFA1ah-j6h&SEQ=20190924155619&SID=7  
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Search	Request:	Left	Anchored	Title	=	26 Years 17 Days

Search	Results:	Displaying	1	of	2	entries

	

26	Years,	17	Days.

Type	of	Work:Music

Registration	Number	/	Date: PA0001611905	/	2008-10-29

Application	Title: 26	Years,	17	Days.

Title: 26	Years,	17	Days.

Description: Compact	disc.

Copyright	Claimant: Sony/ATV	Tunes	LLC	/	Lyfe	In	Music,	Transfer:	By	written	agreement

Gamble	Huff	Music,	Transfer:	By	written	agreement

Tajai	Music,	Transfer:	By	written	agreement

Date	of	Creation: 2004

Date	of	Publication: 2004-08-17

Nation	of	First	Publication: United	States

Authorship	on	Application: Lyfe,	pseud.	of	Chester	Jennings	(author	of	pseudonymous	work);

Citizenship:	United	States.	Authorship:	music,	lyrics.

Pre-existing	Material:music,	lyrics,	This	work	contains	a	sample	from	the	composition

"Somebody	Loves	You	Baby"	by	Eugene	Curry	and	Walter	Sigler.

Basis	of	Claim:music,	lyrics,	All	new	Words	and	Music.

Rights	and	Permissions: To	whom	it	may	concern,	Sony/ATV	Music	Publishing,	PO	Box	1273,

Nashville,	TN,	37202,	United	States

Names: Jennings,	Chester

Lyfe,	pseud.

Lyfe	In	Music

Gamble	Huff	Music

Tajai	Music

Sony/ATV	Tunes	LLC
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Search	Request:	Left	Anchored	Title	=	26 Years 17 Days

Search	Results:	Displaying	2	of	2	entries

	

26	Years	17	Days.

Type	of	Work:Music

Registration	Number	/	Date: PA0001762015	/	2011-12-03

Application	Title: 26	Years	17	Days.

Title: 26	Years	17	Days.

Appears	in: "Lyfe	268-192"	recorded	by	Lyfe	Jennings,	no.	91646,	8/17/2004

Description: Compact	disk	(CD)

Copyright	Claimant: Gamble	Huff	Music,	Transfer:	By	written	agreement.	Address:	10585

Santa	Monica	Blvd.,	Los	Angeles,	CA,	90025.

Tajai	Music,	Transfer:	By	written	agreement.	Address:	street	not

known,	city	not	known.

Lyfe	in,	Transfer:	By	written	agreement.	Address:	street	not	known,

city	not	known.

Date	of	Creation: 2004

Date	of	Publication: 2004-08-17

Nation	of	First	Publication: United	States

Authorship	on	Application: Lyfe	Jennings,	pseud.	of	Chester	Jermain	Jennings	(author	of

pseudonymous	work);	Domicile:	United	States;	Citizenship:	United

States.	Authorship:	music,	lyrics.

Previous	Registration: 1991,	PA	58-2074.

Pre-existing	Material: {Samples	"	Somebody	Loves	You	Baby"	by	Bunny	Sigler.	Gamble	Huff

Music	(Admin.	by	Warner-Tamerlane	Publishing	Corp.}.

Basis	of	Claim:music,	lyrics.

Names: Jennings,	Chester	Jermain

Lyfe	Jennings,	pseud.
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Search	Results:	Displaying	3	of	9	entries

	

Lyfe	268-192	/	Life	Jennings.

Type	of	Work: Sound	Recording

Registration	Number	/	Date: SR0000363168	/	2004-11-16

Title: Lyfe	268-192	/	Life	Jennings.

Copyright	Claimant: ©	℗	Sony	BMG	Music	Entertainment	(employer	for	hire)

Date	of	Creation: 2004

Date	of	Publication: 2004-08-04

Previous	Registration: Some	sampled	sounds	preexisting.

Basis	of	Claim: New	Matter:	all	other	sound	recordings,	photographic	matter.

Copyright	Note: Cataloged	from	appl.	only.

Names: Jennings,	Life

Sony	BMG	Music	Entertainment
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Search	Results:	Displaying	14	of	33	entries

	

If	I	didn't	have	you	/	Patti	LaBelle.

Type	of	Work:Music

Registration	Number	/	Date: SR0000170552	/	1993-09-01

Title: If	I	didn’t	have	you	/	Patti	LaBelle.

Description: Sound	cassette.

Notes: Add.	ti.:	Without	you.

Copyright	Claimant: ©	on	music;	Eugene	Curry,	1954-

Date	of	Creation: 1993

Date	of	Publication: 1993-08-29

Other	Title:Without	you.

Names: LaBelle,	Patti

Curry,	Eugene,	1954-
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Registration SR0000190393, U.S. Copyright Office Public Catalog, Copyright.gov 
(May 21, 2020), 

https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v1=1&ti=1,1&SAB1=If%20I%20didn%27t%20have%20you&
BOOL1=all%20of%20these&FLD1=Keyword%20Anywhere%20%28GKEY%29
%20%28GKEY%29&GRP1=AND%20with%20next%20set&SAB2=patti&BOOL
2=as%20a%20phrase&FLD2=Keyword%20Anywhere%20%28GKEY%29%20%

28GKEY%29&CNT=25&PID=2FGybRB8IH7O2FFEXaycz-
CsZNy2&SEQ=20190731143026&SID=7



Public	Catalog

 Copyright	Catalog	(1978	to	present)

Search	Request:	Builder	=	(If I didn't have you)[ in Keyword Anywhere ]AND(patti)

[ in Keyword Anywhere ]

Search	Results:	Displaying	1	of	2	entries

	

Gems	/	Patti	LaBelle.

Type	of	Work: Sound	Recording

Registration	Number	/	Date: SR0000190393	/	1994-06-09

Title: Gems	/	Patti	LaBelle.

Imprint: c1994.

Publisher	Number:MCA	MCAD-10870

Description: Compact	disc.

Notes: Photography:	Ann	Elliot	Cutting	&	Marc	Raboy.

Copyright	Claimant: ©	℗	MCA	Records,	Inc.	(employer	for	hire)

Date	of	Creation: 1994

Date	of	Publication: 1994-06-07

Previous	Registration: 1	selection	prev.	reg.

Basis	of	Claim: New	Matter:	all	other	sound	recordings	&	pictorial	matter.

Contents: I’m	in	love	--	All	this	love	--	The	right	kinda	lover	--	This	word	is	all

--	Too	good	to	be	through	--	I	never	stopped	loving	you	--	Stay	in

my	corner	--	If	I	didn’t	have	you	--	I	can’t	tell	my	heart	what	to	do	-

-	Time	will	tell	--	Our	world	--	Come	as	you	are.

Other	Title: The	right	kinda	lover

Names: LaBelle,	Patti

Cutting,	Ann	Elliot

Raboy,	Marc

MCA	Records,	Inc.
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Report of the Arbitration Panel,  
In the Matter of Distribution of DART Royalty Funds for 1992, 1993 and 1994, 

Docket No. 95-1 CARP DD 92-94  
(Dec. 16, 1996) 
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Distribution Order  
In re Distribution of the 1992, 1993 and 1994 Musical Works Funds,  

62 Fed. Reg. 6558  
(Libr. of Congress Feb. 12, 1997) 
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On Pet. for Review of an order of the Librarian of Congress,  
Curry v. Librarian of Congress,  

172 F.3d 919, 1998 WL 794890 (D.C. Cir. Nov. 4, 1998)  
(pet. for review denied sub nom.) 
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